
“It is the responsibility of every political conservative, every evangelical Christian, every pro-life Catholic, every tradi-
tional Jew, every Reagan Democrat, and everyone in between to get serious about re-electing President Bush.” 

—Jerry Falwell, The New York Times, July 16, 2004

“I think George Bush is going to win in a walk. I really believe I’m hearing from the Lord it’s going to be like a blowout
election in 2004. The Lord has just blessed him.... It doesn’t make any difference what he does, good or bad....” 

—Pat Robertson, AP/Fox News, January 2, 2004

Or a Democrat.

❑ YES! I WANT TO HELP place ads in local newspapers across America! Please use my contribution
to support this grassroots advertising campaign and other critical election-year efforts initiated by
Sojourners. 

❑ $50         ❑ $75         ❑ $100        ❑ $250         ❑ Other $ ____________ 

Name __________________________________________________  E-mail _____________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________  City/State/Zip _______________________________________

Make checks payable to Sojourners. Mail to Sojourners, 2401 15th Street NW, Washington, DC 20009. Please include this coupon with
your check. Contributions to Sojourners are tax-deductible. Questions: sojourners@sojo.net or 1-800-714-7474.

God is Not a Republican.

These leaders of the Religious
Right mistakenly claim that
God has taken a side in this

election, and that Christians should
only vote for George W. Bush.

We believe that claims of divine appoint-
ment for the President, uncritical affirmation
of his policies, and assertions that all
Christians must vote for his re-election consti-
tute bad theology and dangerous religion. 

We believe that sincere Christians and
other people of faith can choose to vote for
President Bush or Senator Kerry—for reasons
deeply rooted in their faith.

We believe all candidates should be
examined by measuring their policies against
the complete range of Christian ethics and
values. 

We will measure the candidates by
whether they enhance human life, human dig-
nity, and human rights; whether they strength-
en family life and protect children; whether
they promote racial reconciliation and support
gender equality; whether they serve peace and
social justice; and whether they advance the
common good rather than only individual,
national, and special interests.

We also admonish both parties and can-
didates to avoid the exploitation of religion
or our congregations for partisan political
purposes.

By signing this statement, we call
Christians and other people of faith to a more
thoughtful involvement in this election, rather
than claiming God’s endorsement of any can-
didate. 

This is the meaning of responsible
Christian citizenship.

We believe that poverty–caring for the poor and
vulnerable–is a religious issue. Do the candidates’
budget and tax policies reward the rich or show com-
passion for poor families? Do their foreign policies
include fair trade and debt cancellation for the poor-
est countries? (Matthew 25:35-40, Isaiah 10:1-2)

We believe that the environment–caring for God’s
earth–is a religious issue. Do the candidates’ poli-
cies protect the creation or serve corporate interests
that damage it? (Genesis 2:15, Psalm 24:1)

We believe that war–and our call to be peace-
makers–is a religious issue. Do the candidates’
policies pursue “wars of choice” or respect interna-
tional law and cooperation in responding to real
global threats? (Matthew 5:9)

We believe that truth-telling is a religious issue.
Do the candidates tell the truth in justifying war and
in other foreign and domestic policies? (John 8:32)

We believe that human rights–respecting the
image of God in every person–is a religious issue.
How do the candidates propose to change the atti-
tudes and policies that led to the abuse and torture of
Iraqi prisoners? (Genesis 1:27)

We believe that our response to terrorism is a
religious issue. Do the candidates adopt the danger-
ous language of righteous empire in the war on ter-
rorism and confuse the roles of God, church, and
nation? Do the candidates see evil only in our ene-
mies but never in our own policies? (Matthew 6:33,
Proverbs 8:12-13)

We believe that a consistent ethic of human life is a
religious issue. Do the candidates’ positions on abor-
tion, capital punishment, euthanasia, weapons of mass
destruction, HIV/AIDS—and other pandemics—and
genocide around the world obey the biblical injunction
to choose life? (Deuteronomy 30:19)

We are not single-issue voters.
SIGNERS (organizations for identification only):

Philip A. Amerson, President, Claremont School of Theology;
Dr. Myron S. Augsburger, President Emeritus, Eastern
Mennonite University, President Emeritus, Council of
Christian Colleges and Universities, InterChurch, Inc.;
Randall Balmer, Ann Whitney Olin Professor of American
Religion, Barnard College, Columbia University; David
Batstone, Professor of Ethics, University of San Francisco;
David R. Black, President, Eastern University; Dr. Peter
Borgdorff, Executive Director of Ministries, Christian
Reformed Church; Bart Campolo, Founder and Chaplain,
Mission Year; Tony Campolo, Professor of Sociology, Eastern
University; Joan Chittister, OSB, Benedictine Sisters of Erie;
Rt. Rev. John Bryson Chane, Episcopal Bishop of
Washington; Andy Crouch, Columnist, Christianity Today;
Rev. Yvonne V. Delk, United Church of Christ Clergy; James
M. Dunn, Professor of Christianity and Public Policy, Wake
Forest University Divinity School; Michael Eric Dyson,
Avalon Foundation Professor in the Humanities and Professor
of African-American and Religious Studies, University of
Pennsylvania; Dr. Robert M. Franklin Jr., Presidential
Distinguished Professor of Social Ethics, Candler School of
Theology; Ivy George, Professor of Sociology, Gordon
College; Rev. Wes Granberg-Michaelson, General Secretary,
Reformed Church in America; Chuck Gutenson, Associate
Dean for Distributed Learning and Associate Professor of
Philosophical Theology, Asbury Seminary; Stanley
Hauerwas, Gilbert T. Rowe Professor of Theological Ethics,
The Divinity School, Duke University; Richard B. Hays,
George Washington Ivey Professor of New Testament, The
Divinity School, Duke University; Rev. William Chris
Hobgood, General Minister and President, Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ); David G. Horner, President, North Park
University; Joseph C. Hough Jr., President, Union
Theological Seminary; Thomas L. Hoyt Jr., Christian
Methodist Episcopal Church, President of the National Council
of Churches of Christ in the USA; Charles A. Kimball,
Professor of Religion, Wake Forest University; Michael Mata,
Adjunct Professor, Urban Leadership Institute, Claremont
School of Theology; Brian McLaren, Author and Senior
Pastor, Cedar Ridge Community Church; Rev. Timothy
McDonald III, President, African American Ministers In
Action; Ken Medema, Musician; Mary Nelson, President,
Bethel New Life; Rev. Glenn R. Palmberg, President,
Evangelical Covenant Church; William Pannell, Assistant to
the President, Fuller Theological Seminary; Alton B. Pollard
III, Director, The Program of Black Church Studies, Candler
School of Theology & Graduate Division of Religion, Emory
University; Richard Rohr, OFM, Center for Action and
Contemplation; Rev. Dr. Cheryl J. Sanders, Senior Pastor,
Third Street Church of God, Professor of Christian Ethics,
Howard University School of Divinity; Dr. Wallace Charles
Smith, Senior Minister, Shiloh Baptist Church, President,
Eastern Baptist Seminary; Glen Stassen, Lewis Smedes
Professor of Christian Ethics, Fuller Theological Seminary;
Rev. Dr. Susan Brooks Thistlethwaite, President and
Professor of Theology, Chicago Theological Seminary;
Miroslav Volf, Director, Yale Center for Faith and Culture,
Yale Divinity School;  Jim Wallis, Editor, Sojourners maga-
zine; William H. Willimon, Dean of the Chapel and Professor
of Christian Ministry, Duke University; Jim Winkler, General
Secretary, United Methodist General Board of Church &
Society; Nicholas Wolterstorff, Noah Porter Professor
Emeritus of Philosophical Theology, Yale University. Rev.
Jeremiah A. Wright Jr., Pastor, Trinity United Church of
Christ. Philip Yancey, Author. List in formation.
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To join the tens of thousands who
have signed this petition, go to
www.sojo.net/petition
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God is Not a Republican.


