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This series is designed to
spark discussion and
thought about how to live
out God'’s call for justice in
our world. This guide
includes four sessions,
each with Sojourners arti-
cles, questions for discus-
sion, and ideas for further
study. We recommend
printing out the guide for
each person and allowing
everyone time to read
before the group meets.
The resources here are a
starting point for a further
journey—where will the

Spirit lead your group?
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Christians and the
Role of Government

DISCUSSION GUIDE



SOJOURNERS on the issues

A discussion guide from the editors of Sojourners magazine

Christians must neither
idolize government nor
demonize it, but rather call
it to fulfill its God-given
vocation. What can we
learn from the Bible about
the proper role of govern-
ment, including its role in
fostering the common
good and economic jus-
tice? What are some ways
to apply these lessons in
today’s world?

This guide, a collection
of articles from Sojourners,
is designed to spark discus-
sion, thought, and action
about how to live out
God'’s call for justice for all.

© Copyright 2008 Sojourners
Purchase of this discussion guide
includes permission to print up
to 10 copies for use in a group
study. If you need more than 10
copies, we ask that you purchase
an additional license for each 10
copies needed. Please do not dis-
tribute either the original PDF or
printed copies beyond your
group’s immediate use. To
reprint an article in this guide,
please see our reprint permission
policy by visiting www.sojo.net;
click on “about us,” “copyright
policy.”

Christians and the Role
of Government

SESSION |

Biblical Values, Government Responsibility

* “For the Common Good,” by Ronald J. Sider
* “The Overlooked Schism,” by E.J. Dionne Jr.

SESSION 2

Serving the Common Good

* “All Hands on Deck,” by Jim Wallis

* “Tax Reform and the Demands of Faith,” by Susan Pace Hamill
* “Romans 13 and Immigration,” by M. Daniel Carroll Rodas

* “Spare Change and Social Change,” by Julie Polter

SESSION 3
Getting Involved

* “Twin Towers vs. the Ninth Ward,” by Rose Marie Berger

* “Healing the Sick,” by Molly Marsh

* “Maximizing the Minimum,” by Paul H. Sherry

* “Affordable Housing: A Place to Call Home?” by Jill Suzanne Shook

SESSION 4

Where Our Treasure Is

e “Shrink, Shift, Shaft,” by Chuck Collins
* “An Act of Repentance,” by Bruce Petersen
* “A Real Values Agenda,” by Jim Wallis



