
 

 

July 10, 2013 

  

Dear Speaker Boehner, Senate Majority Leader Reid, and Members of the United States 
Congress: 

As evangelical scientists and academics, we understand climate change is real and action is 
urgently needed. All of God's Creation - humans and our environment - is groaning under the 
weight of our uncontrolled use of fossil fuels, bringing on a warming planet, melting ice, and 
rising seas. The negative consequences and burdens of a changing climate will fall 
disproportionately on those whom Jesus called "the least of these": the poor, vulnerable, and 
oppressed. Our nation has entrusted you with political power; we plead with you to lead on this 
issue and enact policies this year that will protect our climate and help us all to be better stewards 
of Creation. 
 
Average global temperatures are at their highest level within the measurement record, and we are 
beginning to see indications of increasingly disturbed weather. For example, 2012 was the 
hottest year ever recorded for the contiguous United States, and it will go down as one of the 
most destructive and disruptive years in U.S. history: wildfires, drought, superstorms, and public 
health outbreaks. This past year is only one example of the patterns of change we expect to see 
as the climate warms globally. We're already spending billions in emergency aid for the victims 
of hurricanes and weather disasters, and these expenses will only increase as the "once in a 
lifetime" storms become the new normal. 
 
The Bible tells us that "love does no harm to its neighbor" (Romans 13:10), yet the way we live 
now harms our neighbors, both locally and globally. For the world's poorest people, climate 
change means dried-up wells in Africa, floods in Asia that wash away crops and homes, 
wildfires in the U.S. and Russia, loss of villages and food species in the Arctic, environmental 
refugees, and disease. Our changing climate threatens the health, security, and well-being of 
millions of people who are made in God's image. The threat to future generations and global 
prosperity means we can no longer afford complacency and endless debate. We as a society risk 
being counted among "those who destroy the earth" (Revelation 11:18). 
 
We call on you to pass meaningful legislation during this Congress to reduce carbon emissions 
and protect our environment, thereby strengthening the long-term outlook for our economy and 
our children. As Christian scientists and educators, we offer our knowledge, experience, and 
prayerful witness to assist you and all of our nation's leaders who are willing to address this 
urgent challenge.  
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